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Be ye therefore followers 9. © God as "<® 
© children. 


H E R FE is nothigg more natti» 
ral, than for every Man ro form 
himſelf upon ſome Pattern or 
# other. Few have the ſtrengrh 

oF of Thought , and the corrects 
Kar of Judgment that is neceſſary tor framing a 
Scheme to. themſelves Ir is much eaſjer, as 
well as much ſurer to work after ſome Oaiginal; 
A} in 


—__ 


_—— 


2 


” Sermon Preach'd before 


— 


in which we may be better able ro find our what 
may be Corrected or Improved, than to form 
an entire Deſign to our ſelves. This is the 
ſimpleſt and fureſt way of Inſtruction. Great 
attention to obſerve well, and ſome refletion 
co judge aright, will carry us far. 

But when we view Pacterns given us in Hiſto- 
ry, weareaptto miltru{t it, both becaule wg flat- 
ter our ſelves, and ſo'do not þelieve any thing 
that-is too high above us ; and becauſe we ee 
Friendfhip or Intereſt "diſpole men to flatter 
others, both living and dead , we do not 
believe the Heroes. of - former Times had ſo 
much Good, and that with ſo few Mixtures, as 
their Lives repreſent them; ſo that dead Patterns 
and written Examples move'us but feebly. As 
for thoſe whom we have known,. we find after 
much Pra&tice , {ſuch Defe&ts and Abatements 
in them, as will much ſink the high Thoughts 
that a lighter knowledge of them might ar 
firſt raiſe-in us. And though Charity is willing 
to ſhade them, yer till chey are Foils which 
weaken the Luſtre of the Piece. If we follow 
any too cloſely , we may inlenſ1bly enter into 
the Imitation of their Weaknefles, as well as of 
their Virtues; and by too fervile a forming our 
ſelves according to ſuch Originals, we ma 
run into Singularity and . Aﬀectations , which 

are 
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are always diſagreeable. For ſome Native or 
bolder airs, that lookr nobly in the Original, 
ſhew. but poorly when Copied by a weak and 
unskiltul Hand. Afcer all, ſince a Copy muſt 
needs fink below the force and grace of the Ori- 
ginal, for Copy imporcs weaknels ; If we take 
our Patterns trom thole who afe too near our 
own fize, they will raiſe us but very lictle 
and if we cake them too far out of our reach, 
they will make us deſpair of riſing up to 
them. | 

But what miſtakes. ſoever we may commir 
in Copying out men like our ſelves, we can- 
not. err in endeavouring to become as like God 
as is poſſible. The word in my Text rendred 
Followers , is Imitators , and is the ſame word 
from which the Abuſive Ones of Mimick and 


Mimichry are drawn. God made man after his Gen. r. 


own image, Or to be an image and reſemblance 25 
of himſelf. He had no other Pattern to Copy ' 
from, bur his own Infinite and Ecernal Mind 
he made us from that Pattern, and has obliged 
us to imitate it. Bur is there not a boldneſs 
that ſeems to border on Blaſphemy in this, for 
a Mortal man to pretend to be like God ? Ir 
ſeems too high an aim : A flight above our 
reach, and beyond our proſpe&t. The very 
Idea of God carrying Infinite Perfection in it, 

; GeGlarcs 
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Jecdarics him ro be © Incomprehenſible : Can w& 


then pretend to imitate that which we cannot 
look at: "No ee hath ſeen, or can fee him ; and 
though all is light abour him, yet it is 4 Light 
to which we cannot approach ; for clouds and darkneſs 
are- round about him; with relation to us. Yet 
it this Light is tOO ftrong for us to behold, 
God has fo tempered it, and has brought it 
{o near us by dwelling | in Fleſh, that while we 


. look at him in that expreſs image of bis perſon; 
we ſee in his face the light of the knowledge of the 


#lory of God; and in him with open face, as in a 
elaſs, we behold the elory of the' Lord. The 
brightneſs that would ochierwiſe dazzle, is here 
lo Joktned, as yet to ole none. of its Beauty, 
or its Gtory'; : it is both more Inftructive, and: 
more agreeable , as well as leſs vehement and 
awful. 

v the whole matter ir is certauy; that 
this 1s the Grear and Fundamental T reth of all 
Religion, That irs main Deſign is to raiſe and 
exalt the Nature of man, all that 15 pofhble, 
mro a Conformity to the Divine Nature. Tris 
is the ſtanding difference berweert True | and: 
Falſe Religion, between Idolatry orSuperfticton 
on the one hand, and Pure Religion and Unde- 
filed on the other; That whatfoever vr 
any Forms or Practices, Opinions -or 
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to be eſpouſed , that have no real tendency in 
them to the reforming or exalting our Natures, 
but that reſt in theſe, as things in which the 
Divinity will be pleaſed, as in ſuch Acts of 
Homage and Submiſſion that are offered to it 
with which the Deity is G_ or bribed , 
ſo as to diſpenſe with, or forgive greater mat- 
ters. This is Superſtition, and 1s the practice of 
thoſe who ſtudy to corrupt Religion in its vi- 
tal and moſt important parts, and who would 
bring men into Parties , and under Conceits , 
of which they may have the conduct, and by 

which they may manage other Ends that ma 
aſs under ſolemn Names, but arereally the effects 
of Paſſion and Ambition , and are directed to 
ſerve the Intereſts of Carnal and Deſigning Men. 
On the other hand, The right view of True 
Religion is, when a Set of ſuch Principles 
and Practices is ſet before us, which gives us 
reat and noble thoughts of God, and of ano- 
cher Life ; juſt and humble ones of our ſelves, 
with a tender regard to other men, and a ge- 
nerous contempt of this World , with every 
thing in it, and even of Life it ſelf : And when 
this ſet of Mind breaks out into a courſe of 
vertuous and generous Actions ; When we 
ſhew that our Religion is the beſt of all 
others, becauſe we are made much the bet- 
B rer 


7 = 


_6_______A4 Vermon Preach' befort 
ter by it; and all others feel ſuch. an influ- 
encg in our Religion , and ſuch effefts from 
ir, that thereby they are both diſpoſed to en- 

uire afcer ir, .and prepared to. believe well of 
ir. For the World will always think this to 
be as true an Argument, as it is a ſhort and 
an eaſy one, "That thar mult be che beſt Religi- 
on which makes the beſt Men. All the Rules, 
Forms, Practices, and Inſtitutions in Religions, 
mult be ſuch as have a tendency to raiſe;, 
to feed, and to maintain thole great and noble 
Ideas which True Religion gives. When they 
are ſo practiſed, they contribute towards it, and 
ſo become a part, of True Religion, 
-. For inſtance, If 'one -prays- only as a cu- 
tom, in which ſo much Fane mult be ſpent, 
to, many Forms'gone through, ſo many Words 
repeated,: and ſo many Acts drawn out of the 

Min ; which being cone, if he think his Duty 

is alſo done, God 1s: pleaſed, Scores are clear- 

'ed, and all is ſet to rights ; here is the ſuper- 

ftirious conceit of Prayer. On the other hand, 

If one conſiders Prayer as a mean and method 

,to raiſe within him high thoughts of God, and 

'low ones of himſelf ; a ſevere ſenſe both of his 

Sins. and Duties; with earneſt Addreſſes made 

to. God, and humble Reſolutions formed in 

himſelf ; and thus uſes Prayer as a real mean to 


humble 
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humble and to pur; ay it,to keep hifi mind 
of his Dury, a and © dire&hith by fervent Ad- 
dreſſes to obtain Divine Afliſtances ; he feels this 
is a Practice, the continuance 'of which makes 
him really the better ; 2nd' upoa ſuch Perfor- 
mances he lees it is vety reaſonable for him to 
believe, that according to the Promiſes made 
in the Goſpel, of the hearing and granting our 
Prayers, that God will accept of ſuch Addreſſes, 
and will upon them mak? Auch returns as our 
Neceſſities or Occaſions do require.” This ih 
'oencral then is certain, That God has not int- 
poſed Religion on the World, as it were, to lay 
A Tax on. men, or raile Tribute from cheth;; 

he nceds no thing. from us',, a5 we” cannot* give 
him any thing : he has only commanded us'ro 
be Religious, " becah it is the only poflible 
way to Faxale our Natures, to compole our 
Minds, -and to govern Sir Aion I is that 
which renders. us proper Objetts of the Divine 
Love and Complacence, and puts us in the cer- 
rain way of attaining the utmoſt Happineſs of 
which we are capable ; which is to' ſee God as 
he is, and to be made like unto him* Our be- 
1ng made like God here, is the certaineſt Me- 
thod, as well as the ſureſt Earneſt, of our being tO 
enjoy. him for ever, in that Sire of a more and 
perfect Conformity to him, than we are capable 
_ of arriving at here. 7 fa What 
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What is this, to be like God | Can 2a mortal 
and finite Nature, ſtretch it ſelf (o far beyond 
ics Bounds and Capacities, as to become either 
Infinite or Eternal ? Can ſuch frail and ſhort- 
ſighted Beings, as we are, become Omnipotent 
or Omniſcient ? No ſurely : Man is but Vanity, 
and even men of high degree are a lie; they are 
no leſs a Vanity than the reſt ; bur becauſe they 
ſeem to be ſomewhat, they are a lie. The 
Kinggand mighty Porencates of the Earth, after 
all the ſwellings of Flattery and Vanity, are, 
when compared to God, as nothing, or leſs than 
nothing, and vanity ; a diminution in Speech, that 
wants not its beaury. Wherein muſt we chen 
reſemble God, or how can we hope to become 
like unto him ? It muſt be at 2 great diſtance, 
and with an infinite diſproportion, that we can 
pretend to this Imitation. 

God may be conſidered by us, either in an 
Intelle&tual way, as he is a Mind perfect in him- 
ſelf; or in a Moral way, as he is perfect in his 
Dealings with all others. In both reſpe&ts we may 

-- be able to find out proper Inſtances of conform- 
ing our ſelves to him. He is a pure and perfect 
Spirit, not clogged with Matter, or any union 
or relation to Matter. We are indeed chained 

i down to a Body and lock'd up in it: We are 

incumbred with all its preſſures, and drawn 


down 


the Kin G6 at Whitehall. þ 


3 


down to an earthlinefs and lownels, by too grear 
2 commerce with ſenſe and ſenſible Objects. 
This captivates and depreſles us, nor can we 
uite throw it off, or eſcape from it, rill the 
Priſon can hold us no more, and our Fetters 
fall off. A diſturbed Imagination does now 
viciate our Thoughts; violent Paſſions and in- 
flamed Appertires do ſtrangely, by a fort of 
Magick, transform our Souls : They become 
heavy and dull, feeble and unactive, and almoft 
as Low and Inſenſible as Matter it ſelf. Thendo 
we riſe up to reſemble God in the Intellectual 
way, when we raiſe our Minds as much out of 
our Bodies and above them as we can; when we 
deny our felvesall commerce with thoſe viciating 
Objedts, that corrupt our Minds, and war 
againſt our Souls : And when we reduce our 
felves to ſhort allowances, with relation to 
thoſe more Innocent amuſcrnents and delights ; 
which may be neceſlary to the ſupport of the 
Body, and to the keeping it in ſich rune, as 
to anſwer the occaſions that our Souls ma 
have with it ; or to give our Minds ſuch 
ealy and lively intervals between ſeverer exerci- 
ſes, a continuance in which would quickly 
waſt or overſet us, that ſo we may return to them 
with greater advantage, and proſecute then with 


more force. But beſides this, a Man who 
would 
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would raiſe his Mind to be the greateſt and 
nobleſ ſort of Being to which it can be exaited, 
ought to break himlelt all he can to all eager- 
nels and vehermence, and to a quick purſuit of 
lis Paſhons or Pleaſures. He ought to {hake 
off all thoſe additional fetrers which he has 
added to thole under which he is put by the ſtate 
of Life he is now made ſubject ro. He gives 
wings tohis Soul, who raiſes it ofien above Senſe 
and Intereſt, above the views of Pleaſure or Ad- 
vantage, who directs.it to;:Contemplate and to 
Meditate ; and by ſuch pra&tices is, as it were, 
making. clcapes:from his Body and Bodily Ob- 


jects, who grows evenaſhamed of that neceſſary 


commerce which he muſt ho]d with this mate- 


rial World, and therefore he not only prepares to 
leave it, bur is daily looking and longing for it. 
'In a word, . do. not. all Men feel that when then 
they let their Minds. go far into Voluptuous, 
Covetous, or Ill-natur'd deſigns, their Souls are, 
as it were, ſteep'd and ſoak d into Matter, they 
are.deprefled and debaſed by it, and made ca- 
pable of nothing thar is high or generous. , By a 
long continuance in thele things they lole cheir 
relith.of better things, as they become incapable 
of them. Their Minds grow down to Earth, and 
become little better chan what the Libertines 
.aliow. them, to be, mere ſluggiſh and unactive 

Martter. 
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Marter. Is not this a Degeneracy and a De- 
baſing of our Natures, and a ſinking them 
deeper and deeper into Mater and Corruption ? 
Whereas thoſe, and thoſe only, feel that they 
have Souls indeed, who rife to the higher Regi- 
ons of Thought and Meditation : Who break 
themſelves to Appetite and Paflton, ro Humour 
and Intereſt, and live in Thought and Refletti- 
on ; who awaken all thoſe noble Seeds that are 
in their Natures, and Exerciſe and Improve 
them, and'make themſelves to become as-much 
Minds as they can poſſibly be. The Clog of 
the Body will be often taking them down, - yer 
they will riſe'up agaih, and aſpire after as much 
'of Intelle&nal Light and 'Life as this ſtate of 
Matter and Mortality will allow of. 

A Second'thing in the Intelle&rral way, in 
which the conſidering God-as 'our Pattern will 
direct us to'raife and exalt our 1elves, 'is when 
we conſider him as Acting eternally upon a true 
and full view: of all things, and uporr the pu- 
reſt and*cleareſt-Light, with a perte& and un- 
erring Wiſdom. Ir is true we'are not capable of 
this ſort of-Pette&tion. God 'fees all things paſt, 
preſent, and to come, in one ſngle view. Yet 
in this'we ſee whar is the Perfe&ion of *a Ratio- 
"nal Nature. It is 'Thonght, Acting with 'Li- 
'berty, and' Guided by*Knowledge. "The bert- 
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ter we know things, the more we examine their 
Nature, Cauſes, and Effects ; the more we ex- 
amine what 1s paſt, and look into what may 
be before us ; the deeper we go into our elves, 
ro conſider our Capacities, and to examine 
our Detects, the greater views we give our 
ſelves of Truth in general, the more we open 
our Minds to know the Works of God, the 
Courſes of the Heavenly Bodies, the Structures 
of this Earth, with all the varieties with which 
it is both Beautified and Enriched ; but above 
all, the more we conſider this ſtrange mixture 
of Light and Darkneſs, of Soul and Body which 
meet in Man, the wonderful Capacities of his 
Mind, and the amuſing Texture of his Body ; 
and when from all this we accuſtom our ſelves 
ro think much of God and his Attributes , 
when from mere Speculative views we deſcend 
to more Practical ones, and view our ſelves, 
and compare our Obligations and our Actions, 
and from a ſtri&t review of what we have ſeen, 
form a wile proſpect of what may be before 
us ; and above all, when a Man brings thoſe 
more general Thoughts to an exa&t knowled 

of himſelf, and a ftrit rule of Life, then 
does he become truly Wiſe, and fo grows 
up to be as ſublime, and as exalted a fort 
ot Being , as he can work himſelf up to. 


Then 
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Then a Man grows up to the height of his 
Nature, when be | is often turning his Thoughts 
towards ſome uſeful Piece of Knowledge or 
Obſervation: when he refle&ts much, and judges 
flowly, but ſedarely and cruly, and frames his 
whole Like to a conſtant Puriuic of that which 
is the efftet of lo much Conſideration and 
Care. A Man needs but .refle&t a very lictle 
on what he feels within himſelf, to be convin- 
ced of the truth of all this. T he more [ono- 
rant and Implicite, the more Raſh and Incon- 
ſtant, the more Heaeſtrong and Wiltul he is, 
he feels thar he is the lamer and imperfecter 
ſort of Creature : He whole Knowledge is 
only imployed in the mean Bulinels of Life, 
or in the meaner Arts of Cozenage and De- 
ceit; he who is led or driven blindfold, and 
who neither knows, nor is concern'd to know 
how he ought co could himſelf, bur leaves him- 
ſelf to Chance or Fate, to ſudden Thoughts, 
or unlook*d-tor Abcidents, and is not the 'wi- 
ſer for what is paſt, nor he carefiller of what 
may be before him ; this Man, IF fay, is wit 
all his Shows of Wealth and Greatneſs, wick 
all his Gilding and "Trappings, but a poor, 'a 
blind, and a " aiferablb Creature: a Slave to 
Humour or lntereſt, to Envy or IlE-natute. 
Burt he is of a _— Nobler Order, one is al- 

CG molt 
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moſt tempted to ſay, of another ſort of Beings, 
who has opened his Mind, and {pread his Fa- 
culties wide, to the acquiring of true and uſe- 
ful Knowledge ; who imploys his Thoughts 
and Time to the digeſting of what he knows, 
and the rendring it uſeful to himſelt and others, 
and who makes it the ſtudy of his whole Life, 
to reduce thoſe his Theories to Practice , and 
ſo lives by Thought and Refleftion, Souls fo 
raiſed, are aſpiring to imitate that Original Per 
feftion; they are on a true Scent, and in the 
right Way; they may perhaps make ſome 
wrong Steps, but it is impoſſible that 
thoſe who take this Method can milcarry. All 
muſt end happily with thoſe who begin ſo 
well. 

As God is Pure and Perfe&t in Himſelf, fo 
he is Holy in all his Ways; and all thoſe who 
arrive at good degrees of this Intelle&tual Pu- 
rity, are at the ſame time very exactly careful 
in obſerving the Moral Order of Things, that 
Rule of their Actions and Deportment towards 
others. Theſe are reduced ro Two general 
Heads, of Truth and Goodneſs. Truth is the 
Vertue which of all others Nature puts on us 
with the moſt fotcible Impreſſion. Ir is indeed 
no other but the ſpeaking and acting according 
to the Senſe that we have of Things. It 1s 
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that which Nature always ſuggeſts ; it ſhoots 
it ſelf ever firſt into our 'Thotghts and Words. 
It is ſimple and uniform, ever the ſame, main- 
tained withou: Care, and managed withour 
Study. Ir requires a good degree of ſtudy to 
carry on falie and deceittul Deſigns, with pro- 
per Diſguiſes, with that contrivance and pre- 
lence of Mind, and with that Memory and Ar- 
tention that are neceſlary to indire& Praftiſes, 
Whereas if a Man has but the Virtue and the 
Courage to be Honeſt, hz goes on with little 
anxiety, truſting to his Integrity, for chat will 
both ſupport and conduEt him, Truth is the 
firſt and che moſt indiſpenſable of all che Ob. 
ligMons among Men. Ir is the Baſis of Soci: 
ety, and the Foundation of all the Confidence 
and Security that can be in the World. Many 
Nations have differed much in their Notions 
concerning the other Virtues, but all have a- 
greed, that within Society, at leaſt, Truth ought 
to be maintain'd facredly ; and the more open 
and free, the more unrelerved-and hearty this 
Sincericy is, it tends to eſtabliſh Nations and 
Neighbourhoods upon a furer Bottom, Ir is 
the fame Vertue that makes us true in our 
Words, juſt in our Dealings, faichful ro our 
Promiſes, and exa&t in our Payments : all ariſe 
from the ſame Root, from an Integrity of 
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Heart, and a candid Sincerity in all that one 

orofelles, ſays, or docs. This is the ſpeaking 
= Truth as one thinks and intends ir, and 
the maintaining the Truth as it has been {po- 
ken or promiled. This is the contorming our 
{clves to the Divine Being, who is true an: { faith. 
ful, ket ping his Covenant ot Promiſes ; who is the 
God of Truth, and who defwes Truth im the inward 
parts : W heres :s the Men of F alſhood and De- 
ccit, who love and tell Lyes, who lie in waic 
ro deceive, who give themſelves 29) Opprellicn 
and Extontioa, who take Advantages from the 
ſimplicity and credulity of other Perlons, to 
impolc on them the more dextroully ; and who 
make Lies their refuge and their Strength, and 
are not wanting to fortine them with Oaths 
and Imprecations, that they may vent them 
with the better Grace, and give them the more 
Credit ; thele are fallen from the Relemblance 
of the true and righteous God, and are lapſed 
into the ſtate of the Apoſtate and fallen - Spi- 
rit, whoſe Character is, Thar he abode not in the 
truth, becauſe there is no truth in bin, who when be 
ſpeaketh a Lye, ſpeaketh of his own; that is, his 
natural Stile and Dialect, for he is a Lyar, and 
the Father of it. Here we mult begin our Con- 
formity to God, as to our Morals, © It is a vain 
thing to pretend to make any farther Progrels 
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in in Religion, ill we have learnt to praiſe this 
which 1s the fart Element of Virus, There 
is no going further *rill we enter upon the 

| diligent Praftice of this: as a careful Maſter 
will not carry his S:holars over the firit E] lements 

*rill chey are once fully che Maſters of chelz? 

[c i5 the deceiving them to pretend co lead thei 
further, before theſe are well underſtood by 
them; ſo Truth is of fo Indilpenlable a Na- 
rure, borh with Relacion to Religion and Hu: 
mane Life, that wichouc ir we can neither be 
| Happy nor ſecure in this Lite, nor have any 
Hope in the next. Since Liars are reckoned in 
almoſt in every Catalogue, that is givea us, of 

thoſe who are adj udged to endlels Milſcries. 

Nexc Truth 1s Goodnel 's and in this we find 
that Nature has allo made very deep Imprel- 
ſions on us : We feel Diſpolitions ro Kind- 
neis and Con mpaſſion, ro Acts of Mercy 
and Piry, and ro Love and Friend{hip, laid in 
our Natures. We fecl that che more thele are 
| ſhuc up, and reſtrained in us, the tecbier cher 
Influence and the faincer their Power is, chat 
we are thereby the lower, the meaner, and the 
deader in every thing that is either Grear or 
Gencrous : whereas the more we awaken and 
open thele Seeds tn us, the greater Compals they 
take, and theſtronger that they work upon us, 
we 


A Sermon Preach'd before 


— 


we bzcome thereby a nobler Sort of Creatures : : 
We have greater Thoughts, better Deligns, 
wich a more generous Exaltation of Nature and 
a further enlargment of our Faculties, 
Goodnels is not meer Pity ; much lefs a 
feeble Diſpoſicion ro pardon too eafily, or to 
carry Compathon beyond all Rules or Mea- 
ſures : ſuch a Goodnels as this, would too much 
encourage the wickedett Race of Men, they 
would prelume roo much upon it. It Princes were 
roo eafie in this way, Society would become 
an impracticable Thing : The worſt Sort of 
Men would be too bold, it the beſt were too 
merciful. The chief Acts of Goodneſs are, 
the endeavouring to make others truly Good. 
He who teels in himlclt the Power and Excel- 
lecce of the Principles of Religion and Virtue, 
endeavours to ſpread and communicate cheſe 
all he can : He is lo ſenſible of his Happinels, 
in being under their Influence, that he takes 
all the Methods he can, to infalc the like Senle 
into ail others. Love and Compaſiion are 
the Root of this Diſpolitioa in him : all the 
other Offices and Acts of Charity, are Acts on- 
ly of a - Lower Order, though they are all 
neceſſary in their Kind: thole which tend to 
make Men truly Good, are of the Nobler 
Sort. This we find in the Manifeſtations of 
the Divine Goodnels. God 
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God is perfect in himſelf, and from that ful- 
nels there is a perpetual emunacion to all Rational 
Beings, while they are capable of being made 
truly Good. In Order to that End even the Par- 
don of Sin is offered but as an Encouragement 
ro our becoming truly Good : our Faculties are 
made capable of it: all Knowledge is {er be- 


fore us in Order to that End : and che Bleſ- 


lings of Lite are given uz like ſo many Largel- 
ſes, which make ir calte and convenient, to 
give us the more freedom of Thought, and the 
better to diſpole us to enter upon wile and 
good Methods. So the whole Delign of God 
in all his Dealings with us, is to make us real- 
ly Good, Other Things are only collateral, 
and are dire&ed to this end. 

Here then is the true Idea of perfect Good- 
nels ; a -real Deſire and hearty Endeavour to 
make Men good, by all the Means and Methods 
that we can think on. 

HAPPY THEY who. have their Pow- 
er to do much Good ; who ought to conlider 
his as the Nobleſt Character of Divinity, by 


which they do ſhine with a Glory that is much: 


Brighter chan all the Attire of Majelty. They 


are born to be publick Bleſſings ro Mankind, 


not only as they prote&t and defend them, as 
they reſcue them from Oppreſſion and Ty: 
ranny 
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rany, and as they do [uſtice and ſpread their 
Royal Bounty among their People, This is 
no {mall Degree of Honour, bur it is not all 
their Digairy. They can make the World 
not only the [ſafer and the happier, buc 
tne beter by their Means. They can ſet fuch 
an Example that will bring many to endea- 
vour to imitate it, What they do is much ob- 
ſerved ; they are ever in view, and always nar- 
roviy lookt to, Many for Intereſt, and ochers 
for Decency, will follow the Patrerns that they 
ſer, eſpecially it all is Uniform and of a 
Piece ; and if they join wich it, the Influences of 
their Favour, and the Force of their Author 
ty, to encourage and promote Virtue and Re- 
ligion, and to diſcourage and diſgrace Vice 
and Impiety. 

The bare Practice * of Virtue, and giving 
good Examples, is all that the lower {ort of 
Men are capable of doing, in order to the 
reforming the World. But for thole who are 
fortined with Power and Authority, who have 
Rewards and Puniſhments in their Hands, be- 
{1des that, which in other Perſons is of lirtle 
Force, bur has' in them a mighty Influence, 
their gnod or ill Looks which carry Lite ,or 
give Death, or at leaſt a Damp that will pur 
boldeſt to a ſtand, For them, 1 lay, to be ſilent 
Ob- 
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Obſervers of the Vices of others, is to give 
them Impunity, if not Protection, When theſe 
are of the fide of Nature, and give it ſcope, 
then they are very ſucceſsful : little Labour, 
with bad Examples in thoſe ſer on high, will 
ſoon corrupt a Nation. Burt when chey work 
againſt the Current, tho' the Foundation of all 
that they can hope to effet, muſt be laid in 
their own good Example ; yet this will work 
flowly and feebly, it not follow'd with a migh- 
ty Influence. Practices that have got poſleſſion, 
when they have Nacure on their fide, will be 
ſtubborn, and are not eaſily conquered. But 
. Rewards and Encouragements, with ſome few 
Severities, when extorted, will turn the Tide at 
laſt, ; 

Are not thoſe then born for the Nobleſt 
Ends, and exalted to the beſt Purpoles, who 
live ahd govern fo, that the World grows the 
better by their means. Bur as this is the Top 
of their Honour, and a high one it is indeed, 
ſo they muſt remember that they muſt give 
an Account of it to him by whow Kings reign. 


The greater Opportunities and Advancages that 


are put in their Hands, they have ſo much+the 


more to an{wer for, ſince to whom much is given, 
of them much will alſo be required, 


D Here 
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a Here then is .our Pattern, and this 1s our 
z Per.29. Leſſon ; we muſt be the followers of God, and 

ſhew forth the vertues of him who hath called us 
from darkneſs to his marvellous light. Bur if we 
think this 1s roo far out of fight, let us view it | 
a little, as it is brought nearer us, and fet. be- | 
fore us in more ſenſible Idea'ss In the Perſon 
of our Bleſſed Saviour, we ſee thoſe Characteis 
of che Divinity, in a Light, that is more ac- 
conmodated to our Faculties. It we view him 
with relation to the Particulars that have been 
hicherto inſiſted on, we find that tho' he was | 
clothed with our Nature, together with all its 
innocent Infirmities, yet he not only kept at a 
perfect diſtance from all the Dchlemenrs of 
Senſe, but he deſpiſed Wealth and Greatneſs, 
Eaſe and Pleaſure, and fled even from the Oft- 
ters of a Crown : He neglected his Perſon, 
and ſpent many Days in Faſting, and the 
Nights in Prayer : He lived in Contemplations 
that were indeed above us, becauſe he ſaw 
Truth: in a Light ſuperiour ro our Capacities: / 
He. was neither led by Partialicies nor Humours, 
but was ever delighted to do the Will of God 
« Per. 2.22. 1g} all things. There was no guile m bis mouth: | 
Tim. 6. 23, He would not ſave his Life by the concealing | 
or dilguiſing of Truth, but freely confeſſed that 


upon which his Enemies were reſolved to take 
91s it 
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it away: He was ever open | and ftncere, 
tho' he knew that all his Words were wreſted 
to the worſt Senſe poſſible. He was ever doing 
geod, as his Life was a perfect Pattern of it : 
His Time was chiefly imployed m inſtructing 
the Multicudes_ that gathered about him : he 
taught them plainly, ſuitably to their Capact- 
ries, ' with great Tenderneſs and Patience : only 
he ſhewed a juſt Indignation, which he has 
thereby recommended to us, againſt the proud, 
the bloody, and the hypocritical Corrupters of 
Religion in his Time: He bore all the Con- 
tempt that was put upon him, and all the In- 
juries that were done him, with ſilence and 
patience, and was ever ready not only to for: 
oive them, but to render Good for Evil; while 
arſf%gaftected Humility, and a decent Modefty 
run thro' all he either ſaid or did. Thus he 
lived, and thus he died. He died that he might 
reconcile us to God; bur he lived to (et us a 
Pattern, to ſhew 'us what true Religion was, 
how to be attained, and how practiſed. This was 
that which gave the Chriſtian Religion its chief 
Authority, atter the Miracles with which it was at 
firſt proved, had ce:zsd. The ſhining Lives, 
the Purity, the Sinceriry, and the Charicy of 
thoſe who profeſted ir, recommended ir ſo ef- 
fectually ro the World, that even the 'moft ma- 
D 2 liciqus 
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Jul. Ep. 49. licious of all its Enemies, Julian the Apoſtate, in 


a Letter to one of his Prieſts, in which he la- 
ments the {mall Progreſs he was making in re- 
ſtoring Heatheniſm, and confeſſes the Diſorders 
that were among them, ſays, The Chriſtians, 
(whom he in derifion calls uſually the Galileans) 
had gained thzir Credit by their Charity to the Poor, 
and by. the Gravity or Purity of their Lives. It 
is true, his Malice made him put in the Word 
counterfeit Gravity, but the virulence of that is 
very plain. In the ſame Letter, ſpeaking of 
relieving the Poor, he does it by this Gradati- 
on ; hefreproaches the Gentiles with their neglect 


of thers ; he ſays none of the Jews did beg ;' 


but of the Chriſtians, he ſays they not only 
take care of their own Poor, but of ours like- 
wiſe. It was by the force of ſuch Patterns, 
that the Chriſtian Religion prevail'd ſo much 
as it did in the World. 

Butwhat made the Stand? what pur a Stop to its 
Progreſs, and has brought ir under to fatal a Re- 
verle, that now itis loling Ground inſtead of gain- 
ing any 2 We thatarecalled Chriſtians, are chiefly 
ro be blam'd for this: Our bad Practices, and 
the ill Examples we ſet the World, have given 
it deep, and, with relation to us, juſt Preju- 
dices. .It: amazes a Man to think, what it can 


be that ſhould poſlels the World ſo much againſt 


4 
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a Religion that is ſo Pure and Holy in all the 
patts of it, but chiefly in its Precepts, and that 
articularly tends to make all Mankind both 
te and happy-; The firſt - and great Reaſon, 
is the corruption of Men's Natures; : that 
ſtands ir out 1n a ſtiff: oppoſition to that which 
is fo contrary to them, to. their, Ends, their [n- 
tereſts, rheir - Appetites', and; their Paſſions. 
This they are' willing to fortifie by all the ill- 
naturd Obſervations, whether true or falſe, 
that they can make, of thoſe who-are.of any 
Form, or bear any Character: in this Religion. 
Burt .ſuppole all were true :thar-they ſuggeſt, 
and that we were as bad as they wiſh we 
were, or ſtudy to make us appear to. be ; we 
are certainly {o. much the more to blame, ſince 
our Practices will have a more certain Influence 
than our Diſcourſes ; yet whatever we may be, 
tho' we. may have the Defeqs and. Infirmities 
of Humane Nature hanging about us, and re- 

rurning too often on us, yet we have this 2 Cor. 4.7. 
treaſure put in earthen veſſels. How contemptible 
ſoever the Por or Yeſſel may be, that makes 
not the Treaſure found in it to be of leſs Value. 
It is ſo temper'd, and was {o from the very 
beginning, that the excellency of the power may 
appear to be of God, and not of Man, Let Men 
lay of us what they pleale, and let us detend 
us 
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us from 1t the beſt we can, . yer what can' the | 
whole Tribe of Libertines fay againſt the Ver- | 
tues and Rule of Life, that Temper of Mind, | 
and Courſe of the whole Convetfation, -that ; 
this our Religion preſcribes : Ler us bear our | 
own Burden, but let no part be caſt on that 
Faich which we believe, and thar Doctrine 
in which we-inſtru&t the World : Nor ought 
ſudgments to be made too raſhly : for Men 
may have weak Sides and frail Minutes, and 
yet upon the whole they may fincery believe, 
and faithfully follow this form of Dofrine,cventho” 
Humane Nature may be ſo ſtrong, as to make 
them give Ground ſometimes, and ſtart aſide bur | 
r00 often. Yet certainly this is ſo ſtrong a Preju- | 
dice to thole who ſeek for it, and ſtudy to fortifie | 
themſelves by ir, againſt the Power of Con- 
viction, that it ought to have a great effect 
on all Perſons, in whom, or by reaſon of whom | 
the Honour of Religion may be concerned ; 
ro oblige them to a great attention ro them- , 
ſelves, and to a ſtrict warchfulnels over all they | 
do-; for they are watched' and' obferved by: o- | 
thers, who wait for their halting,' and will nor 
fail ro improve all the advantages that are given | 
is this manner, with a moſt induſtrious ſpite. 
Bur after all,we:cannor pretend to-go further chan 
1 Cor. 11. 1. St, Paul did, Be ye followers of me, 'as T alſo am of | 
Chriſt. 
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Chriſt. Then indeed our Words will have the 


urmoſt Force, that can be put in Words, when 
our Lives are:of 'a piece with them : but when 
it is otherwiſe, it is the worſe for our ſelves; 
bur our Cauſe has ſtill the ſame truth and che 
ſame force in it, how ill ſoever' ir may be ſer 
out, or ſupported by us. - God'/be:thanked for 
it, we are not ſo deſtitute of Patterns, but char 
ſome remain; and ſome we have known, who 
are now enjoying the Rewards of their Religi- 
on and Vercue, who have fignally edify'd the 
World, and whoſe Name and Fame do ſtill live, 
We are to do all this as dear Children, under 
deep Impreſſions of. the Love and Goodneſs of 
God :-for thefe are the powerfulleſt Motives to 
a generous and lively Obedience. The Glory 
wi. Majeſty of God ſtrike us, but his Good- 
nels overcomes all thoſe that are capable of a 
juſt ſenſe of things; we receive a great deal in 
common with the reſt of Men, or of Chriſtians, 
and thoſe Bleſſings are of ſuch a Natute, that if 
we bur let chem in _— our Thoughts, in their 
true value, we will feel a mighty force in them, 
to determine us to a fincere Obedience. The 
Bleſſings that go to all Mankind in common, 
or at leaſt ro a/grear part of it,- will not perhaps 
make ſuch Impreſſion on ſome, as thoſe that 
are more ſpecia}, or that having more immedi- 
ately 
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ately and particularly ro themlelves.. In ſuch 
every Man who examines the whole conduct of 
Providence towards himfelt, from his-farſt fer- 
ting out to the preſent time, will be able to 
colle& ſuch a train of kind and tender, happy 
and indulgent Inſtances of the Goodneſs of - God | 
rowards him, - preſerving him from Evil, reſow K 
ing him out of Dangers and Inconveniences, | 
conducting him thro' Difficulties, and follow- 

ing him with many Bleſſings; that he will ſoon | | 
find Matter enough, if he. but believes and ob- & 
ſerves Providence, to raiſe within himſelf a | 
grateful Senſe of it, and humble Acknowledg- | 
ments for it. In this no Man's Life is ſo. bar- 
ren, but that it will afford him great occalions 


2 
of Praiſe and Thankſgiving: for all Men x 
ſhare more or leſs in the: Watchfulneſs of | 
Providence. | | 


S OME. haveindeed had a larger meaſure; of | 
it: happy and great Accidents, have as it were | 
by a Combination, led them thro' Dithculties | | 
that ſeem'd .in{uperable,- they, have reſcu'd chem | 
out of Dangers, that have been of ſo extraordi. | 
nary a Nature, as it They had been directed on | 
Delign, to fhew. the wondertul Interpolitions of 
Providence, (for their Prefervation. Friends and | 
Enemies, Seaſons and Winds, and Heaven and 7. 
Earth, have ſcem'd as it were to conſpire to 
bag their [1 


higheſt degrees of Happineſs in the nexr. 
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their' Elevation, and crofs Accidents have leem'd 
ro be interſperſed thro' their Lives, only to make 
the unlookr-for happy Crifis, come with the 
greater ſurprize upon themſelves, and upon ali 
others, as if they were the ſpecial Favourites of 
Providence, and markt out to be among the 
moſt amazing Inſtances that can occur in Hi- 
ſtory. 1t tuch things have hapned to any, and 
have ſer them as much above the reſt of Mor- 
tals by the Diſtin&tions of Providence, as they 
are by che Elevation of their Fortunes, then 
what Rerurns do they owe to thac Goodnefs and 
Love that has been ſo very bountiful to them, 
in {uch a copious Diftriburion of irs Favours ? 
Whart returnsof Praiſe and Gratitude ought they 
ro make ? How ought they to diſtinguiſh them- 


ſelves from the reſt of Mankind, by their Zeal 


and Activity, and by their Influence and Autho- 
rity, 'to promote the Glory of that God who has 


aid fo much Honour on them, and to imploy - 


their thoughts and time chiefly in contriving and 


executing the beſt Deſigns they can think of, or 
that can be ſuggeſted, for the greateſt Good of 


Mankind ;: which, it they fincerely purſue, this 
will be, after all, the greareſt of all the Bleſſings 
of Heaven to them ; it will make them Bleffin 

indeed tro this World, and adyance them to the 


Here 
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'; Here is then! the deſign of Religiony.,;the 
chief Aim to -which: all the reſt is directed; to 
raiſe and perfe& our Natures, to make them as 
great and as pure, as Wiſe and as good as is 
pollible*, to; raiſe them above the Depreſſions 
of latereſt and, Senſe, above the Intanglements 
of Appetite and Paſſion, above little, low; and 
narrow things, to an enlargement of their. Ca- 
pacities, to an. exaltation of their Thoughts and 
Tempers, and,. in a ward, to':mpke them be- 
come like. God,; that is, the perfecteſt. kind' of 


Beings poſfible. Can a greater Thought enter 


into the Mind of Man, or can he purlue a no- 
bler Deſign? which carries Greatneſs and; Ma- 


.jeſty. in, very,,Soung, of, .it.- Ic is. plain this muft 


be the greateſt Deſign of, Religion ; it! is,, the 
primary End of | the- Creation, and the chigf 
Buſineſs of the whole Chriſtian Religign, Eve- 
ry Man mult feel there. is, ſomewhat inthe bare 
Propoſition of it; that, ſtrikes this Facultzes, 


which preſently yield to it, and diſpole him to 
cloſe with it _ 

., Oh happy they who do.really fer abgur, and 
do fincerely proſecute. it | 

of; Mind tobe, capable of ſo great a. Thought, 


cute. it.: It -ſhews a noblenels 


"which, could not move an abject Soul.. This is 
none ot, thole vain Speculations that ſer Men 


on. to a fantaſtical Purtuir of unattainable things. 
| | The 
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The Defign is ſolid, and practicable, as well as 
it is. generous and. great: It does not {well 
the Mind with Air and Vanity, on the contrary 


it ſeaſons it with Modeſty and Humility. How 


difficult ſgever the Performance may be, there 
are Aids proportioned to ,the-Labours- of it; 


which .wili bogh encreale our Force,, and render 
all choſe Difficulties the more eafie to us. 

Our, ſincere. Endeavours will be both accept- 
&d and afſifted : and how ſmall a Progrels ſoe- 


,ver we. may. make here, how. often ſoever we 


may be taken down from ſo high a Flighc, and 
how much fſoever we ,may. fee] our Bodies 
and our Senſes, ' and the neceſſary Commerce 
that we are engaged in with ſenſible Objects, 


gpcprels and: diſtract us; yet as there is a lecret 


Pleaſure in great Undertakings, even tho' our 
Succeſs does not anſwer our -Hopes, ſo we are 


ſyre.:we ſhall, maſter all at laſt, and in Con- 


clufon arrive . at that Stare of a, more perfect 


Conformity, whereas our Bodies ſhall be made 


like unto the glorified Body of the Son of God, 


and ſhall ſhine as the Sun in the Kingdom of 
our Father, fo in our Minds we ſhall become 


like unto God ; for we ſhall ſee him as he is, 


and the fight of cheſe- infinite Perfections {hall 
transform our Minds, into as near a Reſem- 


blance of them, as is poſſible: and. as. in this 
Life 
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"vc ſhall ever feel & te Joy and veal Happils 
following us, -in-proportion to thoſe 

we make in our Conformity to God: ſo when 
thac Conformity ſhall be carry'd as far as our 
<cremed - and limited Capacities can $9, then 
ave ſhall with it partake of a proportion'd ful- 
neſs of Joy.: as great a fulnels ag .o0 as our Faculties 
can receive: and we ſhall be ever with the 
Lord , 'in theſe Pleaſures that are for evermgre. 
th this our- being now the followers of 'God © will 
certainly efid ; we who fudy to follow him 
here, ſhall fettow him into thoſe Manſions of 
Glory, «where with Angels and Saints we © ſhall 
'Be nh happy co all Raby, * 


 Thither God of bis infinite Merey kad u 
- thro -all the backup w ger Chances of 
mortal'Life'; for the fake of hr 
* our Saviour, to 'whom' with” the-'Fathyr, 
- - and the Holy Goff, "be -all Hontu-iand 
I Glory both now and, for iver,” 'Ainen;' 
0.) JA! 
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